President’s Message
By Mark Richardson

Mea Culpa! Last month I sent our editor a rough draft of my President’s Column
instead of the correct one I had intended to send. Needless to say, it was riddled
with errors regarding our Installation and Awards Banquet coming up later this
month. Just to set the record straight, the performers for this year’s show will be
Magical Nathaniel, Diego Cervantes and Germar. My apologies to Ric & Kara Ewing
and Timothy James who were erroneously mentioned as performers in last month’s
article. Thanks to Bob Holdridge for bringing these errors to my attention.
This month’s meeting is our annual, and always fun, Installation and Awards Banquet scheduled for Wednesday,
February 21 from 6-9PM. Please note our meeting will NOT be at our usual VFW Hall location instead it will be held at
Fuddruckers, 1975 Diamond Blvd., in Concord. I am happy to announce that all current Assembly 112 members and
National members of the Society of Young Magicians get in free and guests are only $10.00 per person.
To keep the ticket cost as low as possible dinner is not provided and you will be responsible for purchasing your food
and drinks.
Tickets for this very popular event are very limited and may already be sold out. If tickets do exist they can be ordered
through our Treasurer, Jerry Barrilleaux at 925-685-4577. Here is another wonderful event you can’t afford to miss. I
hope to see you there.
Our January meeting started off with a spontaneous and lively discussion about how we can make our club better and
more relevant to attract more members. Some good ideas were captured and will be discussed at an upcoming Board
meeting. I love this club and I want to see it be vibrant, fun and well attended. If you’re not coming to the meetings I
would like to know why. What can we do to make the meetings better for you? If you have an idea that you think would
make our meetings better then I want to hear it. I’m sure you have an opinion so don’t be afraid to share it with me or
another Board member. I promise to do everything I can to make this the best club it can be.
Our second discussion was led by Bob Holdridge on how we got our start in magic. It was fun to hear all of the different
origin stories about how we all caught the magic bug.
Due to another error in my President’s column we had two magic themes last month. The first was “My First Magic
Effect” and the second was “What I Got for Christmas.”
Just a reminder that annual local dues are payable once again. Still a great value at only $20.00 and family members
can join for only an additional $5.00 so pay your dues today!

While on a cruise, one of our young magi, JAMISON, met,
and did magic on stage with Alex Ramon. He invited Alex
to come to our local S.Y.M. Meeting, which is something
we may have to look forward to in the future.

By Bob Holdridge
S.Y.M. Report January 22, 2018
It was a full house for the S.Y.M. meeting on January 22.
There were ten members and many adults in attendance.
Nine of the ten members performed:
Zane Kiefer – Six Card Repeat
Jamison Gleisner – Two Card Monte
Evan Mims – Pen through Card
Lauren Schlesinger – classic Cup & Balls
Kaelie Gilliland – Squeaky Frogs
Robin Hartz – Disappearing Candles Puzzle
Georgie Bravos – Love Meter/Large Heart
Elwyn Nolette – Jumping Rubber Band
Diego Cervantes – Card Effect
Leader Jerry Barrilleaux performed Two Tricks of the
Month: Disappearing Gems and Zig-Zag Clown. All
members practiced both effects and were told to bring
these to perform at future meetings. Bob Holdridge
performed Dream Queen card effect, and Broken Wand
which he donated as a raffle item.
Jerry introduced and entertained the audience with his new
associate Freddy the Fire Breathing Dragon.
Jerry announced the February 21 Assembly #112 Annual
Banquet at Fuddruckers, 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm, 1975
Diamond Blvd., Concord. Tickets are free for assembly
and S.Y.M. members, and all parents and guests pay
$10.00. Everyone is responsible for their own meals.
The meeting ended with the monthly raffle with great prizes
awarded.

Editor’s Note: Welcome to a new software package being
used to build future issues of The Conjurer. The old
software just simply is no longer compatible with the latest
editions of Windows, and as a result your editor has been
forced to replace Adobe Pagemaker 7.0 with Serif
PagePlus X9. It is going to take some getting used to this
new software, so please bear with me as I try to restore the
old familiar “look” of your newsletter, or perhaps even
update to more contemporary designs offered in templates
that come with the new software.
Last month several pictures arrived late and after the
publication deadline for submissions. Nearly all of them
had to do with our SYM Assembly and community service
activities. What follows is intended to catch up by
publishing these photos.

Jamison was on stage with Alex aboard the ship.

Our recent Community Service project involved
making an appearance at Bel and Bunna Books in
Lafayette in conjunction with a new book by Neal
Patrick Harris. David Hirata, Diego and Subash made
an appearance.

Also appearing at the bookstore was SYMer Zane.

We had a great deal of fun in December with gift
exchanges and raffles in both our SYM meeting and
the adult assembly meeting. Here are a few smiling
faces from those parties.

About our Assembly
SAM-112 meets the third Wednesday of each month at the
Pleasant Hill VFW Hall.
DIRECTIONS TO VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS:
From Highway 680, turn west on Oak Park Boulevard;
when you get to Wendell Lane, turn right; Veterans of
Foreign Wars is the second building on the left side of
the street.
ADDRESS: 1919 Wendell Lane, Pleasant Hill, CA

Meeting Format
7:00 Workshop begins.
8:30 BREAK
8:45 Open performance. Perform anything you are working
on, new things you are just learning or want to learn,
or something that you want to test in front of an audience.
Use this opportunity to dust off something you have had on
the shelf for a while. You may request critique or not.
You can get help from other members with anything
magical. Members are especially encouraged to
perform magic they learned in the workshop session at last
month’s meeting.
9:30 Meeting adjourned.
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