A Message from
Your President
By Zappo (Larry Wright)
I was saddened to learn the news that Past
President (and wonderful asset to our
Assembly) Jose Ramirez passed away in
January. Very few details are available as
of the publication deadline for this issue of
The Conjurer, but we have been reaching
out to family members. A Broken Wand
Ceremony will be slated for Jose at a
coming meeting.
Jose and Michael McGriff represented our
Assembly at the Summit meeting in Las
Vegas that came up with some ideas on
how to build membership and make our
club more relevant for younger members,
SAM-112 is the King of Clubs
many of whom are now learning magic
secrets on the Internet. We have implemented many of the ideas they brought back to
our club. Ironically, we just held a Broken Wand Ceremony for Michael McGriff at the
January meeting.
Michael and Jose were good friends. Both of them made many contributions to our
Society of Young Magicians Assembly. We will miss them as we continue to move
forward in our quest to improve our Assembly.
In other news, Jimmie Monsoor, two-time Past President of our Assembly and longtime member here in Concord before relocating to the Reno area, has reached a
milestone. He has been a member of S.A.M. National for 50 years! Congratulations
are in order, as not many of us will achieve that milestone.
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Installation and Awards
Event and Show - page 1 and 5
February meeting will be
our Annual Awards and
Installation Banquet.
Possibly the best deal
you will ever see for a
great meal of Mexican
Street Food and topnotched magic show for a
mere $20!

The February 20th regular meeting will be replaced with our Annual Awards and
Installation Banquet. We will gather at the Concord Elks Lodge, 3565 Clayton Road in
Concord. Door open at 6:00p with dinner being served until 8:00p. All-you-can-eat
Mexican Street food (tacos, burritos and quesadillas) will be served for two hours. Soft
drinks will be provided, but for those who love to have a beer or other alcoholic
beverages with their Mexican food, the Elks will have a cash bar to serve your needs.
There will be walk-around close-up magic tableside during the meal, and following the
very brief awards and installation ceremony, we will enjoy a top-flight, hour-long show
featuring John Gardenier, one of the best magicians in the Bay Area, and our own Roy
Porfido (another Bay Area legend). All of this for just $20!!! You will be hard pressed
to find any other magic show and dinner for such a low, LOW price. Order your tickets
right away. We have to guarantee the number of people eating dinner for the caterer a
week before the event. See the flyer on page 5 for more details and instructions for
ordering tickets.
Finally, Eric Stevens will be lecturing for our club on Wednesday, April 17, 2019. Eric
brought us his very popular Perspective lecture last Summer. He has an entirely new
lecture to present on the third Wednesday of April. We will provide more information
on this later, but Eric says there is more platform magic this time around, and he will be
presenting his award-winning take on an old classic, Hot Rod. Eric is fast becoming
THE EXPERT on Hot Rod, and his handling and thoughts are gathering great critical
acclaim around the country as he performs his current lecture tour. He will have a few
things for sale, so start saving your allowance now to buy some of the great new
products and his new book.
See you at our first event of the year on Wednesday, February 20!
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Meeting Report
By Carole Yvonne Kula
This was definitely a dark and stormy night, befitting a sad
occasion. A Broken Wand ceremony to honor our compeer
Michael McGriff was presented by Roy Porfido and Larry
Wright. A letter from Michael's sister Sharon McGriff Payne
was read, followed by remembrances from members, Bob
Holdridge, Jerry Barrilleaux, Diego Cervantes, Larry Wright
and Carole Yvonne Kula.
Earlier, waiting for members to make it in from the storm,
Larry taught a workshop demonstrating the first part of Dr.
Daley’s Last Trick. The workshop will be continued at our
March meeting.
Plans were made and tickets sold for the Annual Awards
and Installation Banquet on Feb. 20. Walkaround
magicians and raffle items were requested as well as other
helpers to set up, decorate and sell raffle tickets before the
awards and professional show.

Top: Roy holding the ceremonial wand.

Perhaps the most touching tribute during
Michael McGriff’s Broken Wand Ceremony
came from Diego Cervantes. (See below.)
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Bottom: The moment the wand was broken during the
ceremony honoring Michael McGriff, being performed
by Roy Porfido and President Larry Wright.

2

Brrr! Freezing, yet they came!
Cold January did not keep away most of the dedicated
young magi. Young DAVID did the very difficult 'Trick with
No Name'. Congratulations!
LOGAN performed a card trick he had just learned.
Jerry performed his new flag effect with the help of the
Cervantes Family and Rudy.

ZANE showed us Spring Ring.
EVAN, who is becoming quite the card expert, performed
an amazing Modified Royal Flush.

Rudy demonstrated
his new “Dice
Prediction” effect.
Yes, there is only
one “dice,” but
remember, in show
business you never
say “Die.”

BRIELLE who just became old enough to join the National
S.Y.M. in her first time up, used the Scarf in Box effect
from her Christmas magic set prize.
JAMISON had volunteer BELLA assist with finding the
only Red card.
KAILIE presented her card trick to SERENITY, a guest
whom she had brought to the meting. Welcome to our
group.
JERRY gave the trick of the month which involved three
different colored magic wands, a variation of the popular
color crayons trick. He then gave extra soft small Sponge
Balls and taught a multiplying effect. The young Magi
practiced the technique of first hiding a ball under their
little finger.
LARRY then demonstrated another Sponge Balls routine.
Guest magician, MARK TARSES, the 2019 president of
the Oakland Magic Circle, taught and gave out a Restored
String effect in which two strings in his hand were restored
to one long string. MARK also gave chocolate almonds to
everyone.
Then, in celebration of Chinese New Year, CAROL
YVONNE gave all students 'gold' chocolate 'coins' --Gung
Hay Fat Choy.

Monthly auctions of donated magic have become a
popular part of our meetings.
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SYM Report
Continued from page 3
Members Share Memories of Michael McGriff during his Broken Wand Ceremony

Farewell Michael. You touched all of our lives. Rest
in Peace our brother.
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President Larry Wright
925-685-5129
magicbyzappo@gmail.com
First Vice President Carole Yvonne Kula
925-408-7020

Kris Bentz – February 8 & 9
Carolesam112@gmail.com
Second Vice President
Scott Carroll
scott@carrollFamily.me

Larry Wilson – February 14, 15 & 16
Timothy James – February 22 & 23
Bob Sheets – March 1 & 2
Hank Morfin – March 8 & 9

Secretary Perry Rist
925-917-1744
bishop0740@aol.com

David Hirata – March 15 & 16
Ryan Kane – March 22 & 23
Ron Saylor – March 29 & 30

Treasurer Jerry Barrilleaux
925-685-4577
magiceaux@gmail.com
Sergeant at Arms Mark Richardson

Phil Ackerly – April 5 & 6
Nick Lewin – April 12 & 13
Eric Stevens – April 19 & 20
Al Skinner – April 26 & 27

510-701-7207
marklrichardson@yahoo.com
Member-at-Large Bob Holdridge
707-751-3772
rhholdridge@sbcglobal.net
Membership Committee
Carole Kula and Bob Holdridge
Outreach/Community Service Committee:
CaroleYvonne Kula - (Chair)

Bob Sheets to lecture for SAM-94 in Cupertino
February 2019
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Scheduled Meetings through December 2019
Meeting Format

January 16 Happy New Year Magic; Workshop on Dr. Daley’s Last Trick
February 20 Installation and Awards Banquet
March 20 My Favorite Trick; Workshop continuing with Dr. Daley’s Last Trk
April 17 Eric Stevens Lecture (Don’t Miss This Special Event!)
May 15 Game Show Night
June 19 TBA
July 17 TBA
August 21 Stage Competition
September 18 TBA
October 16 TBA
November 20 Close-up Competition
December 18 TBA

7:00 Workshop begins. Read Scheduled Meetings to see
what we will be learning.
8:30 BREAK
8:45 Open performance. Perform anything you are working
on, new things you are just learning or want to learn, or
something that you want to test in front of an audience.
Use this opportunity to dust off something you have had
on the shelf for a while. You may request critique or not.
You can get help from other members with anything
magical. Members are especially encouraged to
perform magic they learned in the workshop session at
last month s meeting.
9:30 Meeting adjourned

SAM-112 meets the third Wednesday of each month at
the Pleasant Hill VFW Hall.
DIRECTIONS TO VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS:
From Highway 680, turn west on Oak Park Boulevard;
when you get to Wendell Lane, turn right; Veterans of
Foreign Wars is the second building on the left side of
the street.
ADDRESS: 1919 Wendell Lane, Pleasant Hill, CA

The Conjurer is published monthly. The current
Editor is Larry Wright. To submit material for
publication please send via email to
magicbyzappo@gmail.com.
Deadline for submission is the Wednesday
after the Board meeting. (Board meetings
are on the first Monday of each month.)
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