A Message from
Your President
By Mark Richardson
If you missed the May meeting, it was a
great gathering and we missed not
having you attend. The turnout may
have been small, but the workshop on
Cups and Balls hit the ball out of the
park, so-to-speak. Every member and
guest was performing the basic effect by
the end of the meeting.
Kudos to Jerry Barrilleaux who
collaborated with Michael McGriff on the
content for the workshop. Michael provided a weblink, which was in last month’s
Conjurer, where you can get some instruction on Cups and Balls from Erich Biggs,
one of our former members. https://youtu.be/6sDa3JO9Ypg You can use that link to
find a tutorial to learn this basic magic routine that is one of the earliest effects in the
history of magic. The video goes beyond the basic routine taught during the
workshop and is an excellent source of information for those who want to add a more
advanced routine to their repertoire.
June will bring the lecture we have been eagerly awaiting by top professional
magician Eric Stevens. Eric has been touring the country performing his lecture,
Perspective. In addition, Penguin Magic has recently announced additional material
for sale, adding to the effects they already offer from the fertile mind of Eric Stevens.
Now on to a BIG announcement for paid up members of S.A.M. Assembly 112. We
want to ensure a good turnout for this lecture and so your Board voted to give a
special bonus to members. Provided your dues are paid on or before the night of the
lecture (June 20), the lecture will be free to attend. In addition, each paid member of
our club will receive a free copy of the lecture notes (a $25 value). This offer is only
for members who attend the lecture.
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The cost of the lecture for guests will be $10 and they will have to buy the lecture
notes for the full price. This is such a good deal that perhaps some of the guests will
want to join our club for $25 instead of paying $35 for the admission price plus the
lecture note cost. The Board decided to encourage this since one of the reasons we
are hosting the lecture is as a recruiting tool for new members.
The Board also decided that some of our members use the services of a driver to
attend our meetings. No charge will be made for a driver who is NOT a magician and
who is simply there because of providing transportation to one of our members. That
rule will apply to parents who are driving S.Y.M. members to the lecture.
This lecture is guaranteed to provide something for everyone. Eric is very talented at
including material which can be learned and performed regardless of the skill level of
the performer. As a consequence, there will be material for our youngest S.Y.M.
members, our novice members and even our most advanced professional members.
The thinking on the material presented is very complete and Eric will share not only
what to do, but “why” you are doing things during the effects being taught.
In addition to the lecture notes, which will be on sale, Eric has promised to bring
some other items for sale. Having attended past lectures by Eric Stevens, your editor
can heartily recommend you bring a few extra dollars for the fine merchandise that
will no doubt be offered.
Continued on page 2

Continued from page 1
The lecture will start at 7:00p at the VFW Hall, 1919
Wendell Lane in Pleasant Hill. There will not be a business
meeting that night, and there will also not be the open
performance we usually have at meetings. You may want
to bring your deck of cards and are welcome to talk to Eric
and get advice on performing the magic he teaches. In
addition, there will not be the usual raffle nor an auction of
magic props at the June 20, 2018, meeting. I am really
looking forward to seeing you there!

Meeting Report
OK– As reported last month, we have a
problem! I have been told that the meeting report is a
favorite feature of this newsletter. For years, Bill
Marquardt did the write-up of the meetings and your
editor just pasted in some photos and you had your
favorite article right there. Bill retired from his
position of scribe. Here’s how that affects

I took a few pictures at the May meeting. Here they are:

Jerry mutilated a $20
bill with a pen. He
later tore the pen
free without harming
the bill.

Jerry Barrilleaux served as instructor for the workshop.
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S.Y.M. Member Zane
and his ventriloquist
puppet Louie put in
an appearance
during the open
performance part of
the meeting.
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Continued from page 2

Bill Hatteroth demonstrated the Cups and Balls
routine he has been using for years. His expertise
honed by years of practice really showed in his
performance of this classic of magic.

Mark Richardson demonstrated a beautiful effect with
a artistically crafted wooden box and colored blocks
in which the block selected by a spectator seems to
penetrate the turned dowel threaded through the
middle of the blocks.

There will be no raffle nor
magic prop auction at the
June meeting in deference
to our lecturer
Eric Stevens
Bob Holdridge demonstrated a card trick he learned
when he first embarked on his magic career.
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who will be selling some
of his own creations.
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President Mark Richardson
510-701-7207
marklrichardson@yahoo.com
First Vice President Chris Herren
650-392-4570
Herrenphd@yahoo.com

SYM had a full house on Memorial Day. Some students
who usually have after school activities ARE able to attend
our Monday meetings when there IS a Holiday.

Second Vice President Carole Yvonne Kula
carolesam112@gmail.com
Secretary Sheldon Williams
914-882-1786
SheldonWilliams1@gmail.com
Treasurer Jerry Barrilleaux
925-685-4577
magiceaux@gmail.com
Sergeant at Arms Michael McGriff

This month, the GIRLS are equaling the BOYS in attendance. Visiting professional magicians and others have
noted with surprise that we have girls in our club, who also
perform. ROBIN (10) was even Young Magician of the
Year 2017.
KARLINA who has been away for over a year, returned
with a dynamic presentation of an empty paint can, into
which she poured water, then poured out red paint.
BRIANNA, who did not bring along a trick, has a 4 year old
sister, BRIELLE, who tonight decided she would like to
perform and improvised on the spot, devising a trick using
the sugar and jelly packets found on the tables. SYM
GEORGE says, "She was adorable."

707-280-4225
gnatturner@yahoo.com
Member-at-Large Bob Holdridge
707-751-3772
rhholdridge@sbcglobal.net

ROBIN, BELLA and KAELIE rounded out the Female
contingent. Our young men were GEORGE, EVAN, ZANE
and SANJAY.
This was a night when YOUNGER siblings performed.
SYM EVAN's little brother LOGAN, performed for the first
time doing a card trick.

Michael McGriff

Recently, DIEGO's young brother, MATEO, came up with a
clever variation on the color changing silks, naming the
colors for the holidays they represented as he made the
switch. Also, recently, five year old DERYA had the room
in stitches laughing as she did her disappearing act.

Community Service Committee:
CaroleYvonne Kula - (Chair)

All of these siblings are TOO YOUNG to officially become
members of SYM, yet they CAN put on a performance.
Watch out, here they come!

Outreach/Membership Committee
Bob Holdridge
Christopher McConaughey

Special Guest Magician, BILL HATTEROTH. presented
Cups & Balls with a history lesson for the students. His
character, ZEB DUNIT, especially amused adult family
members.
SYM leader BOB performed a mentalism effect and gave
all students his own design breakaway wands. LARRY
(ZAPPO) performed an impossible card warp effect.
SYM leader JERRY's Trick of the Month which he
taught/gave was Thread Reel. He added NeckCracker &
OddBall. Of course the meeting ended with the usual raffle. So, all the Junior Magi took home a trunk load of magic
treasures.
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Community Service Project

Special Kids’ Day May 12

Eric Buss June 15 & 16
Frisco Fred (Juggler)

June 22 & 23

George Tovar June 29 & 30
Alex Ramon July 6 & 7
Ryan Kane July 13 & 14
Al Skinner

July 20 & 21

Larry Wilson
Kris Bentz

July 27 & 28
August 3 & 4

Jack Alexander

August 10 & 11

The Dave Cox Show
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August 17 & 18
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Scheduled Meetings through December 2018
Meeting Format

January 17 What I got for Christmas
February 21 Installation and Awards Banquet
March 21 My Favorite Magic Book
April 18 April Fool’s Day Magic - - Sucker Effects
May 16 Cups and Balls
June 20 Special Lecture by Eric Stevens
July 18 Game Show Night
August 15 Stage Competition
September 19 Magic Castle by Chris Herren and Comedy Kids Magic
October 17 Halloween Maic
November 21 Close-up Competition
December 19 Holiday Magic

7:00 Workshop begins. Read Scheduled Meetings to see
what we will be learning.
8:30 BREAK
8:45 Open performance. Perform anything you are working
on, new things you are just learning or want to learn, or
something that you want to test in front of an audience.
Use this opportunity to dust off something you have had
on the shelf for a while. You may request critique or not.
You can get help from other members with anything
magical. Members are especially encouraged to
perform magic they learned in the workshop session at
last month s meeting.
9:30 Meeting adjourned

SAM-112 meets the third Wednesday of each month at
the Pleasant Hill VFW Hall.
DIRECTIONS TO VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS:
From Highway 680, turn west on Oak Park Boulevard;
when you get to Wendell Lane, turn right; Veterans of
Foreign Wars is the second building on the left side of
the street.
ADDRESS: 1919 Wendell Lane, Pleasant Hill, CA

The Conjurer is published monthly. The
current Editor is LarryWright. To submit
material for publication please send via
email tomagicbyzappo@gmail.com.
Deadline for submission is the Wednesday
after the Board meeting. (Board meetings
are on the first Monday of each month.)
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